
On March 22, 2020, when the Government of Nova Scotia declared a

provincial state of emergency to help contain the spread of COVID-19,

the Association of Black Social Workers (ABSW) took decisive action

to help create awareness in combating the pandemic in the African

Nova Scotian Community.



ABSW quickly established a

province wide toll-free number

and created several key

partnerships that acted as a

navigation tool that answered

calls, queries, and questions,

provided support and services

and when appropriate made

referrals based on the needs of

individuals and organizations in

the African Nova Scotian

Community.

ABSW partnered with the Health

Association of African Canadians

(HAAC) to develop a plan to

create awareness to combat the

pandemic within the African Nova

Scotian community. 

Together, the ABSW & HAAC

Response Team was formed. With

collaboration and partnership top

of mind, the team sought out

partners that could help provide

province wide services to create

awareness and mitigate the spread

of COVID-19 and to address local

needs as they arose.

"sticks in a bundle are

unbreakable"

SEPTEMBER, 2020

PAGE 1



On behalf of the Province of Nova Scotia, I want to express a sincere thank you to our

communities for their efforts in minimizing the spread of COVID-19.  

 We know collaboration is the key to fighting this pandemic and our African Nova

Scotian communities have been creating and supporting various initiatives to keep

people safe.  

 Many community organizations and individuals have stepped up to help the most

vulnerable, including offering crisis supports, sharing public health messages, assisting

those in self-isolation, providing service deliveries, and further educating various

community members about COVID-19.  

 These are examples of what all Nova Scotians should be doing for one another.  We

must continue doing this great work - especially when preparing for a possible second

wave.  

 I am truly proud of you all.  Keep up the great work!  

Sincerely,

Honourable Tony Ince, M.L.A. 

Minister of the Public Service Commission and 

African Nova Scotian Affairs
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The COVID-19 pandemic and the recent and continual acts of 

anti-Black racism has shone a light on African Nova Scotian communities and

as such there are various research efforts underway that we wanted to bring

to the communities’ attention. 

Researchers: Senator Dr. Wanda Thomas Bernard & Dr. Nancy Ross

This study will determine how lessons from the impact of COVID-19 can

inform social policy and healthcare measures to better respond to

gender-based violence (GBV) within the African Nova Scotian

communities and how health care systems can incorporate culturally

appropriate programming, resources, and services to support better

responses to GBV and other adverse childhood experiences in African

Nova Scotian communities.

Researchers: Dr. Ingrid Waldron & Dr. Barb Hamilton-Hinch

This study will provide solution-oriented recommendations for how

clinical services, health promotion, and the collection of disaggregated

race-based health data can improve access to COVID-19 testing and

health services to African Nova Scotians in the Preston communities.

Researcher: Dr. OmiSoore Dryden

This study will identify the determinants of trust that African Nova

Scotians have with the COVID-19 pandemic strategy and response, and

demonstrate how race-based data collection during the COVID-19

pandemic can establish foundational capacity to extend race-based

analysis to other health and health care issues.
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